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New Sister in Christ

Liwela and Ira, two sisters, warking af the UEC

Many of us know that wonderful
faeling of joy and happinass that fills
our hearts when we enter a new
family - a family of believers. Isn't i
a graat gift from a Father - 12 glve us
not just His love, but brothers and
sisters o supporl us. | have
exparienced the warmth of Mivky
church and since the day | came
there | also acquired a dream - 1o
hava my natural famidy jom me n
thiz spirtual one. Last year my
dream camea trues

Livda |lkonnikova is my sister. If you
have brothers or sisters, you
probably know that relationships
betwaen siblings arenl always tha
best. There might be arguments or
aven fights, disagreements and then
not  always easy peacemaking
process, And Luda and | weren't an
axcaption. But after | came to Christ
our refationships started o change. |
wanied to show ber the love God
has for her but it was impossible
without showing my love too. Wa

Promoting a living faith in Jesus Christ by meeting educational needs in Kyiv

by Ira Ikonnikova

becama much claser, and after |
finished my first year in the
univarsity in kyiv in the summer of
2006, | invited my sister to come
and visit me for a week. That was
the first time Lioda met the Miviy
church family. She attended & small
group meeling and a Sunday
service at the church and since that
vacalion she never was the same
any more.

A year later, in September of 2007
Livda mowved o Kyiv to sledy in
Kyiv-Mohyla academy. As for any
frashmen, it was hard for har at first
o get used o being away from
homsa and living in the dom, so the
Ukralnian Education Center became
a second home for Liwda, She
would come here almost every day
and spand fime with people who
helpad her grow and mature in her

"t was a surprise and
the best birthday
present I couldn't even
dream about...my sister
Liuda was baptized and
now is not only my blood
sister, but my spiritual
sister as well”.

Continued on page 2
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faith. After Christmas she started
coming to Mivky chunch trying not to
miss even one Sunday. Our cenler
library also helped her share her
faith with her friends and fellow
studants, She uses the books we
have on religion to present a
perspective on theological topics
which s different than described in
the ftextbooks offered by the
unniersity.

Liuda was also actively involved
with the Let's Start Talking team
which was working with us in the
summer of 2008. She attended

Liuda is welcomed into the family affer the baptism

reading sessions and also helped
arganizing parties or taking our
American guests sighiseeing around
Foyiv. | could say that communicaton
with strong Christians really helped
her grow in her faith. Aflar the
classes with the LST team were
over Livda came to me and said she
had a surprise for me. She lodd me
she decided to get baptized. Indeed,
it was a surprise and the bes!
bithday present | couldn't even
dream aboul.

So o months later, on Saptember
28th 2008 my sister Livda was

Liuda thonnikova, 8 new Mivky church

mamber

baptized and now 15 not only my
blood sister, but my spiritual sister
as well. It was also symbalic for us
because exactly three years before,
on the last Sunday of September, |
came o Nivky church for the first
tirmee,

Mow Liuda is an active member of
her small group and the church
community as well. Mow she is the
mambeér of our family.

Livda cooking for the Nivky church
autreach
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UEC's Impact
on Youth

by Vitaly Samodin

Kalya was among many
Mational Economic
University studants
invited to attend English
Bibde study led by Vitaly
Samodin on Wednesday
nights at the Ukrainian
Education Cerlar. Kalya
came to the UEC o seek
answers al a crueial time

in her life, Her mother

Katya Gornaya, a new UEC patron had just passed away
from cancer and being

from Crthodox background, Katya wanted to learn about heaven and
hell, atemily and Ife's hardships. Very soon It became evident that she
had a very sharp mind, that does not cease looking for the truth until it
finds it. Kalya eomes every lime and cur study of the Word goes deeper
and desper. She also became a frequent library user. She recently read
A Gref Qbserved by . 5. Lewis to help her cope with the loss of her
mother. And now she is reading A Case For Faith by Lee Strobel and
The Great Divorce by C. 5. Lewis. Thasa books shed more light for har
on the subject of Christianity and faith, Katya also likes o check out

books from cur history collection

Last fima we talked about how the world freats us if we choose to follow
Gad in the context of cheating. It & guile common for unlversity students
in Kyiv to cheat on their exams because education is aften equaled to

recieving a diploma, rather than learning. After the study Kalya
a moving email, where she shared how she decided not o
cheat last summer - and as a result despite studying day and
night for a month, she still got a 60 on her entrance exam o
MBA program, She was very strassed cul becausa that would
mean that she would have to pay 2,500 dollars for her tuition,
the monay that she could not afford, She prayed and prayed
and finally as the results were posted, she found out she was
accepted into the program. 60 was ruled to be the lowest
passing grade for MBA. Bul ever since that time she was
dizappointed in trying not to cheat - because she said it is very
difficull to walch other sludents excel as they pay bribes.
Through our siudy God was able (o encourage her to stick o
integrily and accept conseguences. Thal ks one of the ways 1o
testify to the world, During our last siudy she also said
samething that really moved ma: "l come to the study bacausa
this is the only place where people listen to me". That was also
the firsl time we ;:lrEl:,.'EL'I aloud 'rugeiher. The LUkrainian
Education Center makes a huge difference in the lives of
young people like Katva, Please pray for her that she
conlinues 1o grow In faith.

Pictured on the right: studants af the UEC library

wirole me
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2008 1n Review Financial

Finances

Financially, it has been a difficult
vear for us. We have run a deflcit of
over 58,200 this year, But God has
not abandoned us n the midst of
the financial crisis. There were
several siluations whean wea could
clearly see OGod's grace and
pravision. Unexpectedly, someone
woukd give a large donation or local
Christians  would  show  thair

by Vitaly Samodin

supporl.  This yaar a new record
has been sel in terms of financial
support from the local community,
Mever before did wae have almost
54,000 donated locally.  \We praise
God for our faithiful supportars in the
United States and Ukraine.

Thank you for going through the

recession with us

Summary of UEC Donations and Expenditures in 2008
Donations Expenditures
Churehes and Individuals  $34,192.10 Developrment LTBa1Z
Hyiv Donations 5384513 Kitchen/Cleaning Supplies 72564
Gifts Through Amazon 51712 Legal Expansas 123778
Interes 51350 Library'Compuber Cenlar Supplies 5247699
Maintenance/Equipment HB44 70
Regular Monthly Expenses 53,685 77
Salares and Tasges 37, 580.28
TOTAL $38,087.94 TOTAL $46,319.26
l _ - q Pictured on the left:
= A ' enjoying & cup of

e

| wearm feg and &
convaersation in the
UEC kitchen.

Pictured bedow:

UEC amployea Ira
showing a new library
collection o Mazha, &
regular patrarn.

Donors

We wanl o say a spacial thank
you o everyone who made
donations o the LIEC this wintar
It shows us again and again that
God cares for us and what we
are doing here in Kylv and
continues to provide money for
the oparation of the Centar We
are thankful that despite the full-
swung glnhal recEssion wa are
able to keep our doors open o
Lkrainian students, neading a
place to study, rest and leam
more about God and Christianity
Thank you for partnering with us
to reach out o the young people
here!

We thank these generous 2008
donors and anyone we might
have ovarookad,

Mr. ard Mrs. Bogdan Andrlychanko
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Bailey

Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Bell

Dr. and Mrs. Joshua Boyd
Katie Boyer

Tatyana Bryan

Dr. Jerry and Sandra Collins
M. and Mrs. William Cox

David H, Craig

Dr. Mack W. Craig

Dr. Bubba and Debbie Edwards
Mr. and Mrs. J. D. Ellictt

Mr. and Mrs. David Ferree
Viktomya Frye

Or. and Mrs. Danny Gnawikow
hr. and Mrs, C. Burton Gooch
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Haubenreich
Joshua and Maure Hanauer

hrs. harilyn Henry

Conlinuved on back page
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Library and Resource Center

Nikalay, ane of the UEC patrons,
danafing hundreds of books from his
church's ibrary

Ministry

This is the most exciting part of our
report as thers are so many good
things o share with you, In the fall |
started wo oulreaches. On Tuesday
night | facllitated free discussions on
God and the Bible. We invited our
patrons to come, share their ideas
and ask any gueslions they had about
Christianity. The first several weeks |
just spant silting at the study room on
my own, bul slowly paople started
coming. | had so many conversations
with g0 many people, which made me
aware of the many hidden influences
on the minds of young peaple in our
couniry. | talked to a Croatian man
whao believed in Zorcastrianism. |
talked to Ukrainians influenced by
Hindu religion. | talked to Christians
affected by emotionalism and positive
thinking in their churches, Aftar
several meetings Rick Walker who
used the Center before to teach Bible
classes before, came alorg 1o help In
these discussions Thanks

Covitinued on back page

Of course wea ara nol the only ones
affected by the crisis - our patrons
also experience hardships related to
it In an effort to help them, we openad
intemet access to our patrons, At a
very low cost for us (515 a month) we
are able to provide intemel access
which wauld cost our patrons &t least
32 per hour at any internet cafe. Many
of our palrons are using internet to
study, yet there are those who are
looking for jobs and we have baen
able to provide internet access and
frain them to use it to email their
resumes to different companies.

Cur library collection confinued fo
expand beyond our ability to shelve it
Dr. Houk from Highland Streat Church
of Christ donated many chemistry
books which wa usad o minister o
the Mational Medical University in just
a ten minute walk from the Ukrainian

Education Center. The Haad of the
Chamistry Department was exulted as
she saw the books we donated, Sincs
the unlversity offers an  English
language program  for  foreign
students, and there Is always a
shortage of textbooks, our donation is
mvaluable

We are also indebled to our brothers
and sisters who dopated over 140
VD= fo our meadia coltection, Movias
in the digital format are of great value
io our fibrary &s many patrons can
improve thelr language skills by
watching them with English subtitles
on. Many DVDs in Ukraine don't offer
this option. We also use donated
DWDs for our movie night cutreach.
Thankfully every time there is always
a good movie to show, not just lo
entertain but make our patrons think
bayond their day lo day activities,

Dr. Kalibabchuk, Head of the Medical University Chemistry Department. grateful for
books donated by Or. Houk



| Back Page

Annual Report for 2008

Ukrainian Education Center - Kyiv, Ukralne

Financial
Donors

Continued from page 4

Dr. and Mrs. Larry Houk
Michael and Stephanie Howell
DOr. Gary Jerkins

Dr. Gerald Jerking

Kenneth and Yictona Kirby
Chris and Lena Lovingood
Mirs. Karla Morman

Dirs. Paul and Valerie Prill

har. and Mrs. David Ralston
hdr. D, Jay Shappley

Dr. Douglas and Man Smith
i, and Mrs. Aaron Tomlinson
Mr. and Mrs. Sam Yinger
Allanswville Church of Chirist
Highland Street Church of Christ
Hillsbore Church of Christ
Stephans Christian Fund

Please send all donations

and correspondence to:

Ukrainian Education Center
4301 Hillsboro Road
Suite 300
MNashville, TN 37215

www.ueckyiv.org

Please follow the UEC
news at our blog

wwwukrainianeducationcenter. blogspot.com

Ministry

Continued from page &

Four preachers from Nivky church meet for a weekly encouragement af the UEC

to him we were able to have more
formal teaching on tha proofs of
Bible’s uniqueness and validity, which
spurred even mora inferest and furthar
discussion. This study now has a life
of its own and wa are vary thankiul to
God for enabling us have this time
when anyone interested in spiritual
matters can come and receive real
naurishmeant far thair minds and souls,

| dedicated Wednesday night to
English Bible study. There are always
people interested in practicing their
English speaking skills, while also
tearning something about God and the
Bibla. | was quite surprised by the
people God brought to this study.
Liya, a designer and a psychalogest,
came to find out more about the
purpose of life, Katya, came to find
answers to the question of suffering in
this world - there is a separate article
dedicated to her in this newsletter.
There is also Masha, whose parents
died whan she was anly 15 years old
and she had to learn the hard way
how to copa with life's hardships. She
is now opening her heart to the
genlleness of the Lord. There are
many other people like that, whose

stories | can share, whose lives are
nold the sama becausa of tha UEC.

Also throughout the week, | offer
cne on one English Bible classes. |
continue 0 study with a Mushim
Iranian and his Christian friend, who
halps me communicate idaas to him
in his native language. | am also
meating with Kostya who has come
under heavy influence of Eastern
thinking, He iz now reading Mere
Crnsianaty by C.5. Lewls, which we
plan to discuss, | also meet with
Luba, whom | met jst a year ago.
She has shown tremendous growth
in her faith, These meetings provide
a great opportunity to share faith on
a persanal, deep lavel with each

individual

Maost importantly, through all these
ministry activities we meet young
people and are able o minister o
those, who are either completely or
partially submerged in the darkness
of this world and need the light of
Christ 1o shine inlo their hearts. The
Ukrainian Education Center is that
kind af light to them, shining Brghtly
with the hope of glory, Christ in us,



