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A Home Far Away
From Home

Mike Agbooila in the UEC kitchen

Lately the UEC staff witnessed
several of our regular patrons share
about how the Center helps them
using almost exaclly the same words.
They say they feel at home at the
UEC while being hundreds or even
thousands of miles away from home.
We would like tell you about two of
these people, about how we got to
know them, and how the UEC makes
them feel at home.

Luda Ikonnikova is a younger sister of
Ira, one of the UEC part-ime desk
workers. The sisters originally come

from a small city of Novodnistrovsk in
western Ukraine. Ira is now a third-
year student of the National Aviation
University in Kyiv, and she is also a
faithful member of Nivky Church. It
has been Ira's dream to work in a
library since she was in third grade,
when during the breaks between
classes she spent her time
alphabetically organizing books in
their little classroom library while the
rest of the kids went out o play. Since
she started working at the Ukrainian
Education Center in September 20085,
her family was constanily hearing
about how wonderful it was to work at
a library, but not just a regular one, but
a library that goes much further than
just shelves of books to meet the
needs of its patrons. That is how Ira's
younger sister Luda came to love the
Center even before she moved 1o Kyiv
1o study.

Luda started her first semester of
studies at the Kyiv Mohyla Academy
this fall. Like it is for many other first-
year students, this semester is a
difficult time of changes and
transitions for her. The first hardship of
being an out-of-town student in Kyiv is

finding a place to live, since Ukrainian
universities provide rooms in
dormitories only to a small number of
students. Since rent goes up every
year, renting a room even with very
poor living conditions can be
incredibly expensive for a first-year
student. That is what Luda had to
face this semester. She had to move
from one place to another three times
before her university finally offered her
a place at a domitory. The girl has to
also go through other challenges like
adjusting to the university program,
learning to live on her own, and
planning her budget and time.

Needless to say these several months
have been quite stressful for her. With
s0 many challenges, she enjoys
coming to the Ukrainian Education
Center regulary. It is here that she
can study in a quiet atmosphere or
simply relax and have a cup of wam
tea. Luda often reserves a room,
checks out a CD player and a couple
of Christian CDs to listen to good
music. She also uses computers at
the UEC to get ready for her classes.
A spedial treat for her is to check out a
DVD and watch a movie at the Center
together with her sister Ira, just like
they would at home.
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