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After the spring semester, you usually don't expect 

much in the ministry with students. As birds fly south 

in the fall, so do students in the spring. Most take the 

train the night of their last final and go home. Some 

of them return for the summer semester, some don't. 

For the last couple of years, many have gone to 

work in the US on a program called Work and 

Travel.  They labor the whole summer to earn tuition 

money for the coming academic year.

Zhanna Yakubovskaya is one such student; she is 

working at a hotel in Wisconsin Dells this summer.  

We've known Zhanna since the fall of 2004. She 

entered ICU that summer after a year in the US as a 

high school exchange student. In 2003-2004 she 

lived with a Mormon family and was exposed to their 

beliefs and values, actually like many people who 

later were converted to Christ. She was wondering 

about God even before that year in the US and 

when she got back, those questions only multiplied. 

God had a plan as to how to answer all those 

questions.

Zhanna quickly became part of our community. She 

would come to just about every event and activity 

that the UEC and Nivky church hosted: student 

nights, cell groups, and different Bible studies and 

seminars. She also came to the Soup Group where 
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Thanks to these generous 
donors - and any we may have 
overlooked - 176 items have 

been donated to the UEC 
library thus far in 2006.

Stay in touch    visit our new web address WWW.UECKYIV.ORG

Please send all donations and  
correspondence to:

Ukrainian Summer

Venok, a traditional Ivana 

Kupala flower arrangement 

During the summer months everything slows down, except 

for the hyper activity at train and bus stations and tourist 

agencies.  Most Ukrainians head toward the coast of the 

Black Sea, the Sea of Azov, and possibly to Crimea, a 

peninsula in the Black Sea with a very distinct climate, 

Ukraine's Florida.  For many Ukrainians, however, the 

summer is not at all time to rest.

Many spend their evenings, weekends, and vacations 

exterminating Colorado potato bugs and watering 

cucumbers and tomatoes at their dachas, small pieces of 

land outside the city granted to people during the Soviet 

Union to raise vegetables.  In either case, the big city streets 

become emptier.

The Ukrainian summer 

calendar is marked by two state 

holidays, Constitution Day and 

Independence Day, August 24 

and the unofficial close of the 

summer.  Citizens greatly 

appreciate these days off and 

the beautiful firework displays 

which accompany these 

holidays. 

However, the summer favorites are traditional holidays, Holy 

Trinity Day (Pentecost) and Ivana Kupala.  Orthodox 

churches and picnic areas are especially crowded on Holy 

Trinity Day.  Ivana Kupala is famous for its joyous traditional 

entertainment.  The festival is a strange mixture of an 

Orthodox holiday celebrating John the Baptist (Ivan in 

Ukrainian) and a pagan feast of the sun god.  It is celebrated 

halfway through the summer when the day is believed to be 

the longest.  People like to go out of town for a picnic.  In the 

past, girls made beautiful flower arrangements like the one 

pictured above, and courageous young men searched the 

forest at night for a blooming fern which is supposed to bring 

treasures.  Now people like to relax outside, swim in a lake 

or river, and have shashlyk (Armenian shishkabob), soup 

with meat and grain cooked on an open fire, and baked 

potatoes.  At the end of the day, dating couples are 

supposed to jump over a bonfire holding hands.  If they 

make it, they will get married!

Summer gives Ukrainians an opportunity to regain strength 

even if they do not get a chance to go on vacation.  Since 

fruit and vegetables in Ukraine are very seasonal with many 

of them low in supply and quite expensive during the winter, 

summer is the time to nourish our bodies with vitamins and 

enjoy the taste of ripe fruit and berries.

       

Promoting a living faith in Jesus Christ by meeting educational needs in Kyiv

Chris, Lena and I would try to answer hard questions 

that she and a number of her friends had about 

Christianity and the Bible. Besides attending all 

these studies, Zhanna was a frequent visitor at the 

UEC where she would check out a lot of Christian 

literature and CDs to satiate her spiritual hunger. 

Several times she shared what a blessing some of 

the albums that she listened to were. Books, studies, 

and personal encounters we had with her all had a 

very positive effect on her faith. Bit by bit, her 

questions would be answered, her understanding 

and faith would grow.
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